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The $1 Billion shortfall in the budget continues to be the front issue this week.  The General Assembly voted a two week recess to study the budget issue.  Before they left a number of health care bills were introduced.
What happened this week:
· I met with Senator Judson Hill regarding his cross state lines bill  Senate Bill 407 .  
· We also met with DCH director, Dr. Rhonda Meadows regarding the use of SCHIP funds to buy insurance in the commercial marketplace.  
· I also met with Senator Preston Smith regarding his two bills Senate Bill 330 (a bill about rescinding policies for misstatements or omissions) and Senate Bill 331 (health plan associations).  
· I also met with several lobbyists, working on coalition building. 
Some of the bills that we are watching:
· There are a number of bills that look at cross-state lines selling of insurance for individual health plans.  These include:  Senate Bill 407, House Bill 1184.
· There are also a couple of bills that make legal employers ability to ban together to purchase health insurance.  We used to call theses MEWAs and they’ve been referred to as Association Health Plans.  These bills are Senate Bill 331 and Senate Bill 408
· The Georgia Individual High Risk Reinsurance Pool, SB 453 was introduced on Thursday afternoon.  This bill provides for a High Risk Pool funded by some of the premium tax collected and reinsurance.  Senate Bill 453 
What’s up next week?

· A meeting of the GAHU Legislative Council on Tuesday at 1:00 to discuss pending legislation and the GAHU positions.
· Meeting with key legislators and industry lobbyists to continue to solidify our relationships.
If you are interested in coming downtown to work with me, please let me know – I would love to have your support!  
Respectfully submitted,

Lisa Wetherton

GAHU
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